[Factors associated with graft reepithelialization after penetrating keratoplasty].
To study graft reepithelialization time after penetrating keratoplasty and the factors influencing this reepithelialization. In this retrospective study, 48 patients underwent penetrating keratoplasty (52 eyes) by the same surgeon between 1998 and 2006. Recipient pre- and postoperative variables, donor characteristics, and surgical variables were analyzed. Postoperative slit-lamp examination after fluorescein staining and graft reepithelialization time were recorded. Statistical analysis was done using SPSS version 11.5 (p<0.05). The average graft reepithelialization time was 8.02 +/- 6.87 days. Complete corneal epithelial healing was obtained in 2.2%, 38.3%, and 63% of patients in 1, 3, and 7 days, respectively. There was a statistical correlation between graft reepithelialization time and trephination size, death-to-storage time, and storage time (p<0.05). Postoperative epithelial defects are common after penetrating keratoplasty. Many factors influence this graft reepithelialization such as abnormal lid and surface dysfunction, recipient corneal epithelium, and surgical technique. A better understanding of these factors will prevent postoperative epithelial defects and complications.